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COMMUNITY TREE
The Community tree is a bespoke sculpture at The French
Hospital where you can have a leaf, pear or dove engraved to
celebrate your family name or in memory of a loved one.

Income raised from the Community tree will support the Residents
by improving the garden area, increasing resources for the gardening club
and helping people to grow their own vegetables in a purpose-built area.
Having access to the gardens is an important part of French Hospital life,
and is key to Residents’ physical health and well-being.

So, how can you help us to raise funds?

The gardens at the French
Hospital have been a key
part of its history. In 1983 at
La Providence, a Huguenot
garden was designed by
Emma, Lady Monson.

The French Hospital has been
supporting people in need for over
300 years. The Charity provides
affordable sheltered accommodation
predominantly for older adults.

A number of the plants and trees
have an association with France
including the central box edged
parterres with a bronze bust of
Admiral Gaspard de Coligny. The gardens have fragrant French culinary
herbs, gallica roses and old-fashioned pinks and auriculas, both associated
with the Huguenot refugees. There are two espaliered French varieties of
pear, a medlar and a white mulberry to symbolise the silk weavers.
Fundraising at The French Hospital goes to support older adults in need
through independent living accommodation and activities aimed at
reducing loneliness and isolation.

“Gardening and green spaces increase an individual’s life
satisfaction, vigor, psychological wellbeing, sense of community
and cognitive function. Reductions in stress, anger, fatigue,
depression and anxiety symptoms have also been documented”
– Gonzalez et al 2010; Wood et al 2016

The Community Tree is a bespoke
sculpture at The French Hospital where
you can have a leaf, pear or dove
engraved to celebrate your family name
or in memory of a loved one. This unique
way to show support for The French
Hospital can be used to celebrate a life,
commemorate an Anniversary, recognise
an event or achievement, or it can be
given as a special Birthday or Wedding
gift. The message is very individual and
by buying a leaf, pear or dove you will
help to make a difference to a Resident’s
life at The French Hospital.

www.frenchhospital.org.uk/communitytree
Loneliness in older adults
• W
 ell over half (59%) of those
aged 85 and over and 38% of
those aged 75 to 84 live alone.
• T
 wo fifths all older people (about
3.9 million) say the television is
their main company.
• L
 oneliness and social isolation
put individuals at greater risk of
cognitive decline and dementia.
(Research from Campaign to End
Loneliness – Connections in Older Age)

The Community Tree
The Tree is located on the wall in the garden of the French Hospital
where it can be viewed by Residents, staff and visitors. By dedicating a
leaf, pear or dove on our Community Tree you will be creating a lasting
way to honour someone special while helping to make a difference to
The French Hospital.
How does the Community Tree work?
1. C
 hoose from our designs and complete
the form below.

GOLD DOVE

£250

The dove forms part of the
Huguenot cross.

2. R
 eturn your form with payment and your
chosen dedication will be arranged.
3. Once your plaque has been placed on the
tree we will contact you. You will be very
welcome to come and view the tree and
there will be specific events for you to be
able to do this.
4. Leaves, pears and doves will remain on the tree for five years.
You can then decide to either make a further payment for your
plaque to remain in place or you may choose to have it sent in a
presentation pack to your home.
5. The Community Tree has been kindly donated by the Lucas-Beaumont
family.

COPPER PEAR

£150

This is the espaliered French
pear as grown in the garden
of The French Hospital.

Important:
1. A
 ll plaques on the Community Tree are the property of The French
Hospital until they are returned to the donor.
2. T
 he French Hospital reserves the right to approve any requested
engraving on the plaques for the Community Tree.
3. The French Hospital decides the location and position of the
Community Tree and any plaque placed on it.
4. Leaves, pears and doves will be removed after five years and returned
to the donor if they do not wish to renew.

I would like to purchase (please tick box):
Leaf
Max: 90 characters

Pear
Max: 115 characters

Dove
Max: 100 characters

Please write in CAPITALS the wording that you would like to see on your plaque.
Please keep the total number of characters within the maximums above.

Title

First and Surname:

Contact Number:
Address:
Postcode:

SILVER LEAF

£100

This is the mulberry leaf
linked to the Huguenot
silk weavers.

Please enclose a
cheque payable to
The French Hospital
or you can pay online:
www.frenchhospital.org.uk
or by calling on:
01634 406652. Please
return your completed
form to: Community Tree,
The French Hospital,
41 La Providence,
High Street, Rochester,
ME1 1NB.

