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‘Bénis cette maison, Que ta Providence
a préparée pour nos affligés’



Foreword

The French Hospital, La Providence, has been going for many vears, and |
feel inclined to glance backwards into history, and wonder whether Gastigny,
Master of King William IIl's Buckhounds, would approve of the way matters
progress today.

He would, perhaps, be surprised that La Providence in early years moved
from place to place as frequently as it did, but surely he would be delighted
that eventually it settled in one of Englands most historic and attractive
Cathedral cities.

He would have been pleased, too, at the various improvements that have
been effected over the last thirty years or so: the disability flats, the lifts, the
extra flats, the common room and the garden, and the splendid gates at the
entrance to our world. He would possibly be most pleased by the fact that in
the French Hospital Book containing the Charter, his is the first picture of all.

Allin all, I think he would be pleased with what is going on now, and how
La Providence has managed to move with the times and cope with all the
changes that there have been since its inauguration.

But above all, he would be pleased to look down on a community, elderly
but vibrant, that thrives on company, and who, in this age of faceless people,
can voice complaints or compliments direct to a Director on one of their visites.

So this year, | would drink a toast to the residents, the Officers and
Directors, the Stewards, our Clerk, and particularly to Gastigny, as he started
the ball rolling.

Radnor,

Governor

The Year in Brief — Deputy Governor’s Report

As I write this I look back over the past year to try and remember the
highlights and things of special note. I am going to keep my report short
this year, but leave other contributors to give the details.



The weather during the past summer was of particular concern over much of
the country, but I am pleased to report that La Providence seems to have
escaped the worst of the tflooding that affected many other areas.

We completed the external redecorations cycle last year, so | know that the
residents are grateful for the lack of any major works going on in the Square
— though there is always the steady flow of minor activities such as moves,
common-area redecorations, rewiring, and bathroom and kitchen upgrades.

One piece of work that remains almost hidden from view is the new roof
over the dentists door facing the High Street. This was an area that had
caused many problems in the past, but an extremely clever piece of roofing
has eliminated these. Our Surveyor’s work is never done!

During the Directors” monthly visits over the past year we have all noticed
how very bright and cheerful the Square is looking — our thanks to the
Garden Committee, Jeanette Harris and all the keen gardening residents for
their hard work.

When | wrote my report last year I was able to tell you that we were full,
with a very healthy waiting list. Sadly as the year has gone by we have lost
several of our number, but are pleased to welcome some new faces — we
wish them well with their new “family” at La Providence.

My thanks as always go to my fellow Directors, and the small army of
assistants — paid and unpaid - without whose help life would be considerably
harder. Among these, and in no particular order, are the Clerk and Kate
McGregor, Howard Daubney, John Daffarn, Michael Fletcher, Robbie and
Gwen Harris-Liston, Jeanette and Paul, Marina, Trevor, Tony Trower and our
Accountants and Auditors. To these and any others whom I may have
inadvertently forgotten, my grateful thanks.

Peter Duval

Financial Overview

Due to holidays, including the recent, very successful Huguenot Society
visit — in magnificent weather — to Geneva and the surrounding parts of
France and Switzerland, | find myself compiling this section a little later
than usual this vear.



Financially, I am pleased to be able to report that 2006-2007 has been a
*Good Year 'due to several positive factors. Perhaps the most significant of
these were:

+ A higher continuing level of flat occupancy than in recent years.

* The containment of gas and electricity charges to near 10% below the
feared high winter levels expected.

* Higher interest rates particularly on our CCLA deposits and total
yields (dividends plus capital appreciation) on some mvestments.

» Most generous donations, for which the Hospaital 1s hugely grateful.
from The French Church of Norwich, The French Huguenot Church of
London, The French Protestant Church of the Savoy Trust and from a
former resident Mrs A. Leggett.

The most significant negative factor that we have had to address m the last
year has been the level of staff costs. These costs have risen substantially in
2006-2007 chiefly due to Government legislation.

The small working group of Directors to which I referred last year duly
reported on schedule on 31st March 2007 having had a working weekend at
Longford Castle most kindly hosted by the Governor. This enabled the final
discussion and writing sessions to go ahead without time constraints and on
one occasion we went on well into the small hours in the convivial
surroundings. Our great thanks go to the Governor, some of his family and
his staft for facilitating this.

Since March 2007 the Quarterly Committee has been debating the
recommendations which were ratified by the General Court of October
2007. In the meantime (and a little ahead of things!) the financial and
budgeting sub group met on 1st September 2007 to work on the 2006-2007
unaudited draft accounts before formal circulation to all Directors later in
September 2007.

As usual I should like to record my personal thanks to all my fellow
Directors and all our Staff for their great help during the year in ensuring
the continuing smooth running of the Hospital in all areas, not just the
tinancial.

James Cash,
Treasurer



A History of the Hospital for Poor French
Protestants and their Descendants residing in Great
Britain 1708-2008

This celebratory history will be published to mark the tercentenary of the
founding bequest from Jacques de Gastigny (d.1708) Master of Buckhounds
to William III. De Gastigny’s portrait still presides over the Directors’
meetings in the Court Room at Rochester.

The continuing existence of “La Providence” as the hospital became known,
bears witness to the tenacity of the descendents of those Huguenot refugees
who took refuge in Britain for their faith from the mid-16th century onwards.
The book will be illustrated with portraits of the Directors, many of which
still belong to the charity; silver, furniture, engravings and other memorabilia
associated with them; and sketches, photographs and portraits of the
residents, of whom one of the best known is the ivory carver David Le
Marchand who died there in 1725.

The successive buildings which La Providence has occupied in London’s
Finsbury and Victoria Park, Hackney will be illustrated from the archives
preserved in the Huguenot Library. The Hospital orchards, bakery and
brewery in Finsbury ensured that the institution was self-sufficient in bread,
beer and fruit and was able to provide the Spitalfields feeding scheme known
as ‘La Soupe’ with freshly baked bread on a daily basis.

In preparing for this publication, French Hospital Directors Tessa Murdoch
and Randolph Vigne have made some exciting discoveries. Peter and Clara Le
Heup whose mid 18th century pendant portraits by the artist John Giles
Eckhardt hang in the Reception Room at Rochester, first met as babes when
they were concealed in the same washing basket during their escape across
the English Channel. A century later, the portrait of Director Francois Jolit,
elected in 1856, by John Opie, shows the warm personality of the undertaker
responsible for the burial of many of the residents at this period. He must
have brought comfort to their relatives.

The French Hospital was one of the earliest foundations to cater for London’s
needy. The Foundling Hospital, The Magdalen Hospital for Penitent
Prostitutes and the Asylum for Female Orphans followed later in the 18th
century. It was also the first institution to provide sympathetic treatment for

































